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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Terminal Disclaimer 



1 . The terminal disclaimer filed on Nov 22, 2002 disclaiming the terminal portion of any 
patent granted on this application which would extend beyond the expiration date as defined in 
35 U.S.C. 154 to 156, and 173 has been reviewed and is accepted. The terminal disclaimer has 
been recorded. 



2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as containing subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the 
invention. Claim 19 recites the limitation that includes the screw that has an "axial movement" 
in line 9. Such description is not supported by the specification as originally filed and it is not 
understood how such axial movement can cause the relative movement between the first and 
second supports. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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5. Claims 19, 20, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 19 recites two motors in lines 6 and 10. It is indefinite because it is not clear how 
many motors there are in the claim. 

Claim 24 recites "the first adjustable control pedals and the second adjustable control 
pedals for movement therewith" in lines 2-3. It is indefinite because it is not clear how many 
first and second pedals there are. Furthermore, it is advised to change "the adjustable control 
pedal" to - the control pedal - to maintain the consistency in the naming convention, in claims 
24 and 26. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the 
United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et al., 
U.S. Patent 6,450,061 Bl. 

Chapman et al shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal assembly comprising, in combination; 
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a pair of control pedals AC and CL, each of the pair of control pedals having a first 
support (2 and 4), an adjustment member (screws), and a second support-member (the element 
that links the pedal to the adjustment member); 

a motor 1 connected to the adjustment member and adapted to move the second support 
member relative to the first support member; 

a sensor A located on at least one of the pair of the control pedals, the sensor sensing the 
movement of the second support member relative to the first support member; 

a controller member 22 in communication with the sensor to receive signals from the 
sensor, wherein the controller member is adapted to stop the motor when signals from the sensor 
indicate that the second member is not moving relative to the first member; 

wherein the sensor is located away from the motor and near the adjustment member; 

wherein the controller member moves the second support member to a predetermined 
position when predetermined conditions are met; 

wherein the predetermined conditions are a manual switch (18 and 33) and a memory 
device 26; 

wherein the predetermined position is a forward position; 

wherein the controller member further includes a control device 26 in communication 
with the controller member and adapted to prevent movement of the second support member 
relative to the first support member when engaged; and 

wherein the controller member is adapted to automatically move the second support 
member in a forward direction relative to the first support member to a predetermined position 
when predetermined conditions are met. 
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8. Claims 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as-being anticipated by Chapman et 
al.,U.S. Patent 6,450,061 Bl. 

Chapman et al. shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal assembly comprising, in combination; 

first and second control pedals (AC and CL), each control pedal comprising a first 
support 2 and 4, a screw secured to the first support, a nut N threadably engaging the screw and 
adapted to axially move along the screw upon rotation of the screw, and a second support (levers 
connecting the pedals and the screws) operatively connected to the nut for fore-aft movement of 
the second support relative to the first support upon axial movement of the nut along the screw; 

a control system including at least one motor 1 operatively connected to the screws to 
selectively rotate the screws and axially move the nuts along the screws, a sensor A carried by 
one of the first and second control pedals, and a controller 22 in communication with the sensor 
to receive signals from the control device; 

wherein the rotational sensor is located away from the motor and near the screw; and 

wherein the controller is adapted to automatically stop the motor when signals from the 
sensor indicates that at least one of the motor and the screw is not rotating. 

9. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et al., 
U.S. Patent 6,450,061 Bl. 

Chapman et al. shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal comprising, in combination; 
a first support 2; 

a screw secured to the first support; 
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a nut N threadably engaging the screw and adapted to move axially along the screw upon 
rotation of the screw; 

a motor 1 operatively connected to the screw to selectively rotate the screw; 

a second support (lever connecting the pedal and the screw) operatively connected to the 
nut for fore-aft movement of the second support relative to the first support upon axial 
movement of the nut along the screw; 

a control system including a sensor A adjacent one of the first support and the second 
support, to sense movement of the second support relative to the first support and a controller 22 
in communication with the sensor to receive signals from the sensor; 

wherein the sensor is spaced-apart from the motor; 

wherein the sensor is a potentiometer P; 

wherein the controller is adapted to determine a position of the second support relative to 
the first support based on signals from the sensor and to automatically stop the motor when the 
second support reaches a predetermined position relative to the first support; 

wherein the controller is adapted to determine a position of the second support based on 
signals from the sensor and to automatically stop the motor when the second support reaches a 
desired end of travel relative to the first support; 

wherein the controller is adapted to automatically stop the motor when signals from the 
sensor indicates that the second support is not moving relative to the first support; 

wherein the controller is adapted to automatically move the second support in a forward 
direction relative to the first support to a predetermined position when predetermined conditions 
are met; 
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wherein the controller member further includes a control device 26 in communication 
with the controller member and adapted to prevent movement of the second support member 
relative to the first support member when engaged; 

wherein the sensor senses rotation of the screw; and 

wherein one of the first support and the second support carrying a pedal AC. 

10. Claim 21 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et al., U.S. 
Patent 6,450,061 Bl. 

Chapman et al. shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal assembly comprising, in combination; 

first and second control pedals (AC and CL), each control pedal including a first support 
2 and 4, a screw secured to the first support, a nut N threadably engaging the screw and adapted 
to axially move along the screw upon rotation of the screw, and a second support (lever 
connecting the pedal and the screw) operatively connected to the nut for fore-aft movement of 
the second support relative to the first support upon axial movement of the nut along the screw; 

a control system including at least one motor 1 operatively connected to the screw on one 
of the first support and the second support to selectively rotate the screw and axially move the 
nut along the screw, at least one sensor A carried by one of the first control pedal and the second 
control pedal to sense rotation of the screw of one of the first control pedal and the second 
control pedal, and a controller 22 in communication with the sensor to receive signals from the 
sensor; and 
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wherein the screws of the first and second control pedals are operatively connected to the 
motor in series such that the screw of the second control pedal is connected to the motor and the 
screw of the first control pedal is connected to the screw of the second control pedal. 

11. Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et al., 
U.S. Patent 6,450,061 Bl. 

Chapman et al. shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal assembly comprising, in combination; 

first and second control pedals (AC and CL), each control pedal comprising a first 
support 2 and 4, a screw secured to the first support, a nut N threadably engaging the screw and 
adapted to axially move along the screw upon rotation of the screw, and a second support (lever 
connecting the pedal and the screw) operatively connected to the nut for fore-aft movement of 
the second support relative to the first support upon axial movement of the nut along the screw; 

a control system including at least one motor 1 operatively connected to the screws to 
selectively rotate the screws and axially move the nut along the screw, a sensor A located 
adjacent to one of the second control pedal and the first control pedal, and a controller 22 in 
communication with the sensor to receive signals from the sensor, wherein the controller is 
adapted to determine the position of the second support relative to the first support based on 
signals from the sensor and to automatically stop the motor when the position of the second 
support relative to the first support indicates that a predetermined fore-aft relationship between 
the pedals has not been maintained; 

wherein the sensor is at least partially secured to one of the first and second adjustable 
control pedals for movement therewith; 
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wherein the sensor is a potentiometer; 

wherein the sensor is located near the screw of one of the first and second-control pedal 
to directly sense the rotation of the screw. 

12. Claims 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et al., 
U.S. Patent 6,450,061 Bl. 

Chapman et al. shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal assembly comprising, in combination; 

first and second adjustable control pedals (AC and CL), each adjustable control pedal 
comprising a first support 2 and 4, a screw secured to the first support, a nut N threadably 
engaging the screw and adapted to axially move along the screw upon rotation of the screw, and 
a second support (lever connecting the pedal and the screw) operatively connected to the nut for 
fore-aft movement of the second support relative to the first support upon axial movement of the 
nut along the screw, the pedals of the first and second adjustable control pedals having a 
predetermined fore-aft relationship, which is desired to be maintained; 

a control system including at least one motor 1 operatively connected to the screws to 
selectively rotate the screws and axially move the nut along the screw so that the second supports 
move relative to the first supports, a sensor A secured to one of the first adjustable control pedal 
and the second adjustable control pedal to indicate a position of the second support relative to the 
first support, wherein the sensor is operatively connected to the motor to stop rotation of the 
motor when the sensor indicates that the predetermined fore-aft relationship between the pedals 
has not been maintained; 
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a controller 22 in communication with the sensor to receive signals from the sensor, 
wherein the controller determines position of the nuts along the screw based on signals from the 
sensor; 

wherein one of the first support and the second support carrying a pedal AC and CL; 

wherein the screws are operatively connected to the motor in series such that the screw of 
the second adjustable control pedal is connected to the motor and the screw of the first adjustable 
control pedal is connected to the screw of the second adjustable pedal. 

13. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Chapman et al., U.S. 
Patent 6,450,061 BL 

Chapman et al. shows, in Fig. 4, a control pedal comprising, in combination; 

a first support 2; 

a screw secured to the first support; 

a nut N threadably engaging the screw and adapted to move axially along the screw upon 
rotation of the screw; 

a second support (lever connecting the pedal and the screw) operatively connected to the 
nut for fore-aft movement of the second support relative to the first support upon axial 
movement of the nut along the screw; 

a sensor A adjacent to one of the first support and second support; 

a motor 1 operatively connected to the screw to selectively rotate the screw and axially 
move the nut along the screw; and 
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a control system connected to the sensor and comprising a lock-out switch 33 adapted to 
be manually engaged and disengaged and operatively connected to the motor to prevent 
movement of the second support relative to the first support when the lock-out switch is engaged 
and to allow movement of the second support relative to the first support when the lock-out 
switch is disengaged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

14. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

15. Claims 7 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Chapman et al. 

Chapman et al. shows, as discussed above in the rejections of claims 1 and 21, the control 
pedal assembly comprising the pair of control pedals having a sensor, but fails to show a second 
sensor. 

It would have been obvious to include a second sensor since such a modification would 
have involved a mere duplication of parts which is generally recognized as being within the level 
of ordinary skill in the art. In re Harza, 124 USPQ 378. 





Application/Control Number: 10/026,499 
Art Unit: 3682 



Page 12 



Response to Arguments 



1 6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -36 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



17. Claims 32-35 are allowed. 

18. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Neither prior art of record nor reference teach a control pedal system comprising an 

adjustable device to adjust the position of the pedal wherein the controller automatically 
operating the motor to a predetermined position in a forward direction when a certain conditions 
such as an ignition switch being turned off and a door being opened are met. 

Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Adjustable control pedal system with predetermined condition sensors. 
Levine, U.S. Patent 6,293,584 Bl 



Allowable Subject Matter 



20. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chong H. Kim whose telephone number is (703) 305-0922. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday; 9:00 - 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A Bucci can be reached on (703) 308-3668. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7687 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-7687 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 



chk 

January 2, 2003 




